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Executive Summary  
This document describes the process of appointment of an independent Ethics Advisor (EA) 

recommended for the protection of the participants involved in the process of collection of 

medical data, relevant to the project GAIN. 

Keywords: Ethics advisor, ethics protocol, medical data, psychiatry. 

Document History 

Version Date Contributors Description 

1 25/10/2022 George Giorgobiani - MICM Appointment of independent ethics 

advisor 
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Appointment of independent ethics 
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Andrey Girenko, Philipp 

Mueller - DFKI 

     Introduction 
According to the EC document “A comprehensive strategy on how to minimize research 

misconduct and the potential misuse of research in EU funded research” (see [1]) assert that 

ethics is a “key oversight mechanism” to ensure that EU funded research is not misused.  

Horizon Europe Project GAIN proposes to extend the scope of the MePheSTO project (see [2]). 

This includes digital phenotyping of various mental and mood disorders pathological evidence 

such as executive dysfunction or inadequate emotional distress. Video analytics section refers 

to measuring activities of daily living (ADL), emotions and lifestyle. As the medical data will 

be collected in Georgia, appointment of an independent Ethics Advisor (EA) was 

recommended by the Project Officer during the Grant Preparation process in order to ensure 

that the participants are protected. 

Georgian partners of the project from MICM established contacts with the professional medical 

organization, the Society of Georgian Psychiatrists. They were invited to the project meeting 

(a second-day event of the Kick-Off meeting, held on 18 – 19 October 2022, in Tbilisi, Georgia, 

at MICM). Doctor of Medicine from Tbilisi State Medical University, the Head of the Society 

of Georgian Psychiatrists, and clinical director at the Central Psychiatric Hospital, Professor 

Eka Chkonia, presented her current research and collaboration results. The title of the 

presentation is “The electrophysiology and genetics of visual backward masking".  

 

Research is carried out at “Tbilisi State Medical University” in cooperation with Swiss scientists 

from “Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne”. It deals with the Endophenotype concept 

in psychiatry, namely in the study of schizophrenia. According to the research, conclusions  
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and take home messages are as follows: 

 

 Schizophrenia patients have difficulties enhancing faint sensory information (i.e., 

target enhancement deficit) reflected by the GFP. 

 The endophenotype is the adaptive behavioural performance, not the neural 

correlates.  

 The deficits are found along the entire continuum.  

 Deficits are shared to some extent between disorders, reflecting the complex genetics 

of psychiatric diseases. 

Professor Eka Chkonia expressed her interest in the research topics of the project GAIN and 

suggested supporting it in every way. She introduced to the project participants a young 

researcher, doctoral student, and staff of the Central Psychiatric Hospital in Tbilisi, who will 

be permanently involved in the project activities related to collecting and analysing medical 

data. 

 

Professor Eka Chkonia was suggested to be the EA of the project GAIN. The suggestion was 

accepted.  

 Future collaboration details were discussed and agreed. It was stressed that research, planned 

by the project GAIN, is very important, especially for the Georgian researchers, who will adopt 

new technologies of Artificial Intelligence and their application in medical sciences. Non the 

less important is the new, for the Georgian psychiatrists, vision how to collect and treat 

medical data, the opportunity of creation of the Georgian corpus of clinical interactional 

(speech and video) data (not available not only in Georgia, but in the entire Caucasus region) 

using the methodology developed in the project “MePheSTO” for the relevant diseases.  
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Appointment of an independent Ethics Advisor (EA) 

1. Discussion about the candidate 

The project Steering Board has discussed the relevance of the Candidate, Professor Eka 

Chkonia, towards the aims and goals of the project. The Candidates CV1 and other documents 

revealed the vast experience of the Candidate in research and organization. Since cooperation 

with Georgian clinical body is established, the Ethical approval of the study protocol will be 

obtained in due time (within max. 6 months), which makes possible the start of the corpus 

creation within the GAIN’s TRIP (WP 2) planning. 

Conclusions 
The project Steering Board has appointed Professor Eka Chkonia as an independent Ethics 

Advisor (EA) of the project GAIN. 
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1 See the part of the CV in APPENDIX 

https://team.inria.fr/semagramme/mephesto/


 

D1.1 - OEI - Requirement No. 1 

  Horizon Europe, Grant Agreement No. 101078950 

 

 

Page | 7  

Dissemination level: Sensitive 

APPENDIX 



 

D1.1 - OEI - Requirement No. 1 

  Horizon Europe, Grant Agreement No. 101078950 

 

 

Page | 8  

Dissemination level: Sensitive 

 



 

D1.1 - OEI - Requirement No. 1 

  Horizon Europe, Grant Agreement No. 101078950 

 

 

Page | 9  

Dissemination level: Sensitive 

 


